
Meet the planners inspiring the 

profession - the designers, the 

educators, the policy makers and 

community builders taking NSW 

beyond 2013. 

Andrew Neil, The Design 
Partnership

“As planners, we have an obligation to 

assist people, to reduce uncertainty and 

encourage appropriate development” 

says Andrew. Based from the Central 

Coast/Newcastle region, Andrew is 

passionate about a planning system that 

is for the people, easy to understand 

and easy to implement. In 2013, he will 

continue to educate the local community 

and businesses on planning and is 

set to further diversify his business 

branching into masterplanning, CPTED 

and heritage assessment. He also 

recognises the significance and potential 

of exempt and complying development in 

achieving solid outcomes that ‘kick start’ 

growth, especially perhaps, in smaller 

communities where interest from the big 

end of town is rare. 

Clare Swan, JBA Planning

Clare is emerging as one of the key go-

to planners for anything policy related. 

Co-managing the Project Approvals 

team at JBA, Clare has been working 

on some of the biggest developments 

in Sydney. Some projects include the 

masterplanning and delivery of Discovery 

Point at Arncliffe, planning of CBD 

towers including the green star rated 

161 Castlereagh Street, and assessing 

a number of Part 3A projects on behalf 

of the Department of Planning & 

Infrastructure. In 2013, Clare continues 

as a contributor to New Planner, a 

mentor in JBA and project lead for a 

number of exciting developments set to 

shape Sydney over the next 10 years.  

Jesse McNicoll, City of Sydney

The future of planning is about good 

leadership, strong vision and “certainty 

for both community and developers” 

says Jesse. In 2013, he will be at the 

centre of a review for the Central Sydney 

planning controls and will be guiding 

policy for some of the most valuable 

land in the country. Not that this phases 

him; he will continue to work on other 

projects including the City’s competitive 

design process and refining the Green 

Square Urban Renewal Area planning 

framework. In delivering these urban 

guidelines, Jesse recognises the 

importance of his team and important 

role of local decision making. Over the 

coming year, he will continue to advocate 

and support design principles for the 

public domain that promote active 

transport, health and safety. 

Andrew Wheeler, City Futures 
Research Centre

Andrew practices what he preaches. 

He doesn’t just write about healthy 

planning, he lives it. If Andrew’s not 

in the surf, catching a wave, he’s 

presenting papers at international 

conferences, volunteering at the Heart 

Foundation of Australia, or researching 

for cures to the global obesity problem. 

Last year, Andrew completed a thesis 

on metropolitan planning and health 

which received the PIA (NSW Division) 

Outstanding Student Project Award for 

2012. On the back of this award, 2013 

looks like a big year for Andrew. In 

terms of planning, he sees the future 

as being one of opportunity, a chance 

to re-engage and develop “a new ethos 

that places people’s health and wellbeing 

at the heart of all decision making and 

planning processes”. 

Safiah Moore, Arup

For Safiah, thinking outside the box is 

just another day at the office. Her role at 

Arup requires investigation into the key 

drivers of change, finding solutions and 

asking key questions for understanding 

tomorrow’s city. For Safiah it’s all about 

infrastructure both physical and digital. 

While investigating the cost benefit of 

public transport options, Safiah is also 

investigating the role big data plays 

in our cities and how this eventually 

influences design. For Safiah, “the future 

of planning is informed in real-time, 

flexible and responsive to our citizens.” 

Jonathan Knapp, SJB Urban

In just 2 years, the Sydney studio of 

SJB has increasingly been recognised 

for their unique approach to design. 

As Director of Urban Design, Jonathon 

has been a key contributor to the 

studio’s success. This year, Jonathan 

will be visiting Singapore and London 

to discuss some of their latest projects. 

In understanding creativity, Jonathon 

accepts that innovation is the key to 

future progress in policy, “I hope that 

positive changes in policy and process 

will foster collaboration and support 

innovation” says Jonathan. 

Sarah Reilly, Cred Community 
Planning

 “The future of good planning is people 

centred and outcomes focussed” 

says Sarah. As the director of Cred 

Community Planning, Sarah is set for 

another big year in 2013. Over the past 12 

months, she has delivered a number of 

projects including a social sustainability 

strategy for the Ashmore Estate, a youth 

strategy for Tweed Heads and just for 

fun, has been busy working with the 

local community in Darlinghurst to 

revamp a local neighbourhood park. Her 

pioneering approach to social inclusion, 

planning for youth and sustainable 

communities is making real waves in and 

out of NSW. Sarah is also the PIA NSW 

Chapter Convenor for Social Planning 

and the PIA representative on the 

Premier’s Council for Children and Young 

People, Built Environment Taskforce.

Sofie Zivanovich, Worley Parsons

As Australia continues to embrace a 

new climate change agenda, Worley 

Parsons is lucky to have Sofie on the 

team. Having a strong background in 

environmental assessment, she will 

continue her research and planning 

into new infrastructure and renewable 

energy projects some of which include: 

studies for Sydney’s second airport, 

solar farm siting assessments and Port 

due diligence. Her systematic approach 

to planning is delivered “in such a way 

as to encourage and assist land users 

in choosing options that increase their 

productivity, are sustainable and meet 

the needs of society” says Sofie.

Matthew Player, Blockbrief

Someone to keep a close eye on this 

year, Matthew is leading the profession 

into a new era of tech friendly planning. 

In 2012, after years of testing, Matthew 

launched BlockBrief, a property app 

Thirteen planners to watch in 2013
John O’Callaghan
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with a difference. It evaluates your property and provides a 

snapshot of its development potential. Already available in 

NSW, Blockbrief will soon expand into Victoria, Queensland 

and New Zealand. His experience in statutory and strategic 

planning combined with the best app building technology 

is also creating interest at the big end of town. “Technology 

innovations and the growing influence of Big Data will affect 

planning and the development industry to such an extent that 

e-planning will finally grow up” he says. 

Peter Phibbs, University of Sydney

In 2013 Peter will be starting a new chapter, moving on from 

UWS to the University of Sydney. His role at the University 

of Sydney includes being Chair of Urban and Regional 

Planning as well as Director of a new Trust known as the 

Henry Halloran Trust. The aim of this Trust will be to develop 

collaborative projects that address important challenges 

facing Australia and overseas. Peter will coordinate input 

from scholars, students and practitioners and will initiate 

the Trust’s first engagement and research projects.  A key 

influencer, educator and leader in NSW, Peter believes the 

immediate future of planning is “to adapt to a post GFC world 

where property finance and personal debt is constrained”. 

Nazia Pokar, Mosman Council

Not scared to try new things, Nazia has embraced 

e-planning, new ways of engaging and a personal approach 

to connecting residents, businesses and visitors at Mosman. 

In 2013, Nazia will transition from local government into 

the private sector and will take with her a passion for 

engagement and social activation. She will also continue 

her teaching Geographies of Social Difference at UWS and 

look for opportunities to engage with universities, bridging 

the divide between academic, government and consultancy 

worlds. “It is planners who are the influencers of decisions 

made today and that shape the quality of life in the future” 

says Nazia. 

Laura Goh, University of New South Wales

PhD student Laura Goh makes the most of her recent 

experience at the Sydney Harbour Federation Trust, writing 

her dissertation on the role of management practices on 

Commonwealth land. “While it may seem quite dry to others, 

I find the subject fascinating!” says Laura. But that’s not why 

she makes this list. If you’ve ever been inspired by a teacher 

or just had a great class where you’ve taken away more than 

you’ve walked in with, it’s most likely you had someone like 

Laura. In 2010, Laura was offered a teaching role at UNSW. 

Since that time she has found a balance between theory, 

creativity and practice to deliver high impact, well rounded 

courses with a focus on ‘real world’ projects. After the 

success of the Spit Junction project last year, Laura is keen 

to develop another working relationship between a client and 

UNSW in 2013. 

Tara Day, GHD

Over the coming year, Tara will be focusing on some 

exciting and diverse projects and exploring the 

interrelationships between our physical and social 

environments. Some of her work this year will include 

providing advice for engaging with remote indigenous 

communities and on the other side of the coin, climate 

adaptation. While both projects are contextually very 

different, Tara believes collaboration is the key to contribute 

to a society where everyone can flourish. “The future of 

planning involves working in multidisciplinary teams on 

participatory projects that are integrated and opportunistic, 

focus on the immediate and long term, and build alliances 

and capacity to deliver outcomes”  Tara says   
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Welcome to the first edition of BasePlan 

for 2013. In this issue Harry Quartermain, 

Convenor of the YP Committee, gives a 

run-down of the social and professional 

development events the committee has 

planned for 2013. Mathew Quattroville, YP 

Committee member, takes the interview 

hot-seat.  Read on to find out about Mat’s 

planning and property business based 

in Sydney. Jeffrey Bretag shares his 

experience of writing a thesis on planning 

for sea level rise and provides tips for 

young planners who are writing a thesis. 

John O’Callaghan reveals six urban apps 

to help you navigate through the concrete 

jungle. 

Hope to see you at our upcoming YP events!

The Year Ahead

By Harry 
Quartermain

Harry is a planning 
consultant at URS 
and Convenor 
of the NSW YP 
Committee. 

The NSW Young 
Planners have 

got heaps of exciting events lined up for 
you over the coming months. Following 
the popular 2012 ‘Small Bars of Sydney’ 
events, we will be continuing to explore 
a few of the lesser-known drinking 
establishments of the city in 2013.  Watch 

this space (and our Facebook page) for 
details of the up-coming events.  

In March we will be representing NSW at 
YP Connect, the national Young Planners 
Congress, this year held in Canberra. 
Following this, the NSW YP Forum will be 
held mid-year. In 2013 we are bringing the 
event to a central Sydney location.  With 
interesting talks, tours and workshops, 
the event will aim to help young planners 
prepare for planning in the future. 

The 2012 /13 Mentoring Program will come 
to a close around mid-year and the 2013/14 
program will begin. This program is a great 
opportunity to meet other young planners 
and to learn from some of the finest minds 
in NSW planning – watch out for the request 
for expressions of interest in May.

The NSW YP Study Tour will be held in 
October 2013 and we will, once again, 
be taking eager young planners to an 
interesting and unique site around the 
Sydney CBD. Over the past two years the 
Study Tour has visited 1 Central Park 
(Carlton Breweries Site) and Green Square.  
Expect big things from the 2013 tour as 
there are some very exciting developments 
taking place in Sydney at the moment. 

To end the year we will be hosting the 
ever-popular NSW PIA Christmas Party.  
Come along and discuss the highs and 
lows of 2013!

We hope that you will be able to join us at 
our upcoming events and help as we build 
on the successes of last year!

Interview 
with Mathew 
Quattroville
Mat runs Four 
Towns Consulting 
and is a member of 
the YP Committee. 

Why did you 
choose planning as 
a career?

I grew up working around property and 
have always had a strong interest in 
property and all that it entails. During 
High School I excelled in Geography and 
therefore looked at possible careers 
from this. In Year 10, I spent my work 
experience week at Manly Council in the 
Development Assessment team. I really 
enjoyed the experience that I gained from 
Manly Council and from there I knew that 
town planning was the career that I would 
pursue. Another reason for choosing 
town planning was my strong interest 
in property development. I believe town 
planning is an integral part of property 
development, and many developers do not 
maximise the opportunities and benefits 
of sites, as they misinterpret planning 
provisions or they do not use experienced 
town planners to gain approvals and 
execute feasibility studies.    

Where do you work and what interesting 
projects do you get involved in?

At present I run my own business (Four 
Towns Consulting) sub-contracting to 
town planning and property companies. I 
started my own business during university, 
as many companies were not employing 
student planners due to the Global 
Financial Crisis and the uncertainty of 
work. I saw this as an advantage as many 
companies still had peak periods of work 
and to help complete the inconsistent 
workloads they had, the companies would 
outsource to external contractors such 
as myself. At present I work closely with 
Denis Smith from Tomasy P/L. Tomasy 
is a boutique Planning and Property 
Consultancy based on the Northern 
Beaches. 

Some of the interesting projects I work 
on include: gaining development approval 
for new sewage schemes, mixed use 
developments, shop fit outs for new 
restaurants and cafes. One of the big factors 
that makes town planning interesting is the 
wide variety of work you undertake and that 
no project is ever the same.  

BasePlan
Christina Livers, BasePlan editor
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What advice would you give to Young Planners who would like to start 
their own business?

The only real advice I can give is that not everyone is made to run 
their own business. You need to be committed from the start and 
be prepared to work hard to make your gains and meet defined 
goals. You have to ride the highs and lows and learn from past 
experiences. If you do intend to start your own business a key 
ingredient is to prepare a business plan and ensure that you have 
one or two key clients which will give you consistent work. You 
must be prepared to market your skills with prospective clients – 
surveyors, architects and lawyers.

What are the benefits of being involved with the YP committee?

There are multiple benefits from being involved with the YP 
committee, they range from interaction with other planners, 
learning about different sectors in the planning industry, 
exchanging of knowledge, organising social events and the ability 
to learn and be mentored by experienced planners. 

5 of the best urban apps trending now!
By John O’Callaghan 

John is a freelance planner specialising in 
urban design and community engagement. 
He is passionate about liveability, culture 
and urban trends.  
More details > www.john-ocal.com

#1 A developers dream - Investing in 
property or just buying a home? Blockbrief 
is a must have for anyone interested 

in real estate, urban planning or property. This app, created by 
Matthew Player, will be one of the biggest property trends of 2013. 
www.blockbrief.com

#2 Seeing the world digitally - Apps are now being used by cities 
to market themselves to visitors. Play Melbourne, a marketing 
campaign for Melbourne and initiative by the Victorian Government, 
was successfully launched on Layar in 2011 and builds upon the 
creative identity of the city, encouraging users to explore the City’s 
hidden gems. www.visitvictoria.com/play/

#3 Sharing is caring (and fun?) - An app for collaborative 
consumption, goCarShare launched in 2011, provides music lovers 
with a way to and from festivals. www.gocarshare.com

#4 Hungry? There’s an App for that! - In October 2012, the City of 
Sydney launched Australia’s first food truck app. The app is great for 
finding your closest food truck and keeping in touch with the trucks 
directly via google map, twitter or the built in news feed. www.
sydneyfoodtrucks.com.au

#5 A walk down memory lane - interested in history, photography 
and walks about town? Well you’re in luck! A free set of walking 
tours curated by the Powerhouse Museum Walking Tour app 
are now available. The tours invite app users to explore some of 
Sydney’s most famous destinations. www.powerhousemuseum.
com/walkingtours

#6 Listen. Read. Think. - The Monocle app is essentially the 
perfect urban app. It includes a dedicated radio station, daily news 
bulletin and travel guides to the top 25 cities around the world. 
www.monocle.com/24

Tips for Writing a Thesis
By Jeffrey Bretag

Jeffrey Bretag is a strategic planner at 
Goulburn Council and a member of the 
NSW YP Committee.  Jeffrey discusses his 
dissertation on sea level rise and provides 
some useful tips for young planners.

My 2010 dissertation explored the barriers 
that NSW regional coastal councils face in 
planning for sea level rise. This formed the 

final component of the UNSW Master of Planning degree. 

I choose this topic based on my strengths in environmental science, 
access to those working in the field and the heightened awareness 
brought to climate change by the Garnaut Review (2008). The Garnaut 
Review prompted Councils’ to seek legal advice regarding their duty of 
care and to collaborate with ROCS about these shared uncertainties. 

The State Government’s response was the NSW Sea Level Rise 
Policy Statement (2009) and NSW Coastal Planning Guideline 
(2010). These documents provided planning benchmarks that 
Councils’ were to take into account when strategically planning 
land-uses and assessing development applications.

To ensure maximum interest, interviews with those working in the 

planning, flooding and natural resource fields of Councils were timed 
to coincide with the release of these guidelines. 

At the end of the process, it was evident that Councils were actively 
planning for sea level rise, albeit at different stages. This difference 
was largely based on: climate scepticism, financial resources, lack of 
guidance, community opposition and historical settlement patterns.

These findings were consistent with similar literature by the Sydney 
Coastal Councils Group and the Productivity Commission (2012).

The value of this work lies not in the findings alone, but for a student 
approaching graduation the contacts made through the interviews 
conducted.

Tips for young planners:

• Read widely & early; 
• Utilise your existing knowledge;
• Speak to graduates about their thesis;
• In addition to your thesis supervisor, obtain a contact in the 

relevant field to provide continual constructive criticism; and
• Enjoy the process and be proud of your finished product 

The NSW Young Planners’ Committee 

Harry Quartermain - URS

Michael Dixon – Roads and Maritime Services

Timothy Sneesby – SGS Economic and Planning

Benjamin Cebuliak - Department of Infrastructure and Transport

Red Tandog – Aurecon Group

Wil Nino – NUPD

Christina Livers – Hill PDA

Lachlan Abercrombie – Cox Architecture 

Pat Quinlan – Newcastle City Council

Gary Cheung – Queanbeyan Council 

Mathew Quattroville – Four Towns Planning

Mark Thompson – Urbis

Eli Gescheit – Hurstville Council

Sarah Court – GTA Consultants

Jeff Bretag – Goulburn City Council

Tina Kao – City of Sydney Council 
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