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John is an urban  
planner with a background in place making 
specialising in urban design and community 
engagement. He takes a  
holistic approach to planning and is  
particularly interested in people and their  
relationship to place. He is passionate about 
liveability and culture, and how global  
examples of urban creativity can be adapted 
to local contexts. His passion is for finding 
solutions and opportunities at a ‘grass roots’ 
level, balancing community needs with  
economic priorities and developing tangible  
outcomes for creating new, or  
revitalising old neighbourhoods.  

Urban Development  - Trends & Issues 
For some city dwellers, a reduction in the average size of  suburban backyards has 

been offset by opportunities for better access to shared places and activities. Other 
residents have opted for larger allotments in a rural environment, but still within  

commuting distance of  city jobs and services.  Presentations at this seminar  
address some of  the trends and issues associated with these options and choices. 

In partnership with PIA Young Planners 
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Chaired by Chay Garde of  the Major Cities Unit,  
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Wednesday 27th March 

2013 
 

Old Parliament House 
Members Dining Room 1 

 
5.00pm Registration for a 

prompt 5.30pm start 
7.00pm Conclusion 

 
Refreshments provided 

no cost to attend 
Please RSVP as numbers are 

limited to: 
rclarkson@sgsep.com.au 
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Alison is the ACT Demographer and  

current President of the Australian  

Population Association. She spent 13 
years dissecting Queensland’s  

demography and population growth 
trends where she also obtained her PhD 
investigating the social structure of the 
tourist city of Gold Coast. Since moving 
to Canberra in 2012, Alison has studied 
how Canberra relates to its region and is 
steadily working through the 2011  

Census data to uncover stories of   

Canberra.  
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Pat is a Principal and  
Partner with SGS Economics and  
Planning based in the firm’s Sydney  
office. He has dual qualifications in  
urban planning and practical  
experience in corporate planning,  
economic analysis, retail studies and ur-
ban and regional economic  
development. Pat is a regular  
contributor to seminars on strategic 
planning and economic development, 
and is a guest lecturer to UTS Masters 
students  


